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, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
A<hmnistrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I2SI 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. in 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VH 


□ 


BoxNo.Vin 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
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. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international' application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , , 

~~ which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

\~^\ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

[ | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| ^\ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

| | The international application as originally filed/furnished 
[Xj the description: 

pages 2-16 , as originally filedVfumished 
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pages* 



1-1/2 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



06 August 2004 (06.08.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 



2-9 



pages* 
pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 06 August 2004 (06.08.2004) 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 



1-3 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
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3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| 1 the description, pages _ 

[^j the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

[ | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
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the claims, Nos. J 
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| | the sequence listing (specify): 
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Continuation of: 1-4 



Among the amendments that were received by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority on 27 
October 2004, the amendments to claim 1 and page 1 of the 
description, which add the disclosure "freely 
contracted," go beyond the scope of disclosure of the 
international application as filed. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 1095708 Al (Nagoya Oilchemical Co, 



Document 2 



Document 3 



Document 4 : 



Ltd,)/ 02 May 2001, claims 

WO 2002/030580 Al (Nagoya Oilchemical Co., 
Ltd.), 18 April 2002, claims 
JP 10-192754 A (Nagoya Oilchemical Co., 
Ltd.), 28 July 1998, paragraphs [0010] to 
[0015] 

JP 10-67045 A (Mitsubishi Chemical Corp.), 
10 March 1998, claims and paragraphs [0019], 
[0022] to [0023] and [0033] 



Claims 1 to 3 and 7 to 9 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1 to 3 and 
7 to 9 does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 cited in the international search report and 
newly cited document 4 . 

Document 4 discloses a feature wherein a molded 
article, which is formed by vacuum molding or air pressure 
molding a thermoplastic resin sheet, is subjected to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100 °C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the article 
and thereby improve the heat resistance properties and the 
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shock resistance properties thereof. Therefore, in the 
light of the disclosure of document 4, it would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of subjecting 
a masking material formed by means of the masking material 
production method that is disclosed in document 1 to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100°C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the material 
in question. At that time, it would be necessary to 
configure the masking material prior to the heat treatment 
using dimensions that take into account the estimated 
shrinkage allowance. 



Claims 1, 2 and 7 to 9 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1, 2 and 7 
to 9 does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 2 cited in the international search report and 
newly cited document 4 . 

Document 4 discloses a feature wherein a molded 
article, which is formed by vacuum molding or air pressure 
molding a thermoplastic resin sheet, is subjected to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100 °C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the article 
and thereby improve the heat resistance properties and the 
shock resistance properties thereof. Therefore, in the 
light of the disclosure of document 4, it would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of subjecting 
a masking material formed by means of the masking material 
production method that is disclosed in document 2 to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100 °C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
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thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the material 
in question. At that time, it would be necessary to 
configure the masking material prior to the heat treatment 
using dimensions that take into account the estimated 
shrinkage allowance. 

Claims 1 to 9 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1 to 9 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 3 cited in the international search report and 
newly cited document 4 . 

Document 4 discloses a feature wherein a molded 
article, which is formed by vacuum molding or air pressure 
molding a thermoplastic resin sheet, is subjected to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100 °C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the article 
and thereby improve the heat resistance properties and the 
shock resistance properties thereof. Therefore, in the 
light of the disclosure of document 4, it would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of subjecting 
a masking material formed by means of the masking material 
production method that is disclosed in document 3 to a 
heat treatment at a temperature in a range from (a 
temperature that is 100°C lower than the melting point of 
the thermoplastic resin) °C to (the melting point of the 
thermoplastic resin) °C in order to contract the material 
in question. At that time, it would be necessary to 
configure the masking material prior to the heat treatment 
using dimensions that take into account the estimated 
shrinkage allowance. 
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